SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Nurture with Love, Serve with Hope
JULY 5 2026 PASTOR ELAINA SALMON

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

THE GATHERING

(Please stand.)

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
C we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.
P Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.



Gathering Song “How Firm a Foundation”

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,

is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

"Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.

The flames shall not hurt you, I only design

your dross to consume and your gold to refine.”

"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Greeting

P The amazing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, and the
intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
C And also with you.

Hymn of Praise “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,

ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,

let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,

felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet

come to the place for which our parents sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;

we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,



thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,

keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,

true to our God, true to our native land.

Prayer of the Day

P Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and
freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but
above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and
blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(Please be seated.)

THE WORD

The First Reading Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you,

triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
[ will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;

today I declare that I will restore to you double.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 145

A The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
C Lord, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.

A All your works shall praise you, O Lord,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.

C They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,

A that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

C Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all
ages.

You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.

A The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading Romans 7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I

hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I
who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that
is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what [ do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is
no longer [ who do it but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight
in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched person that
I'am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord!

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Please stand.)



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done
because they did not repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of
power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum,

will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until
this day. But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom than for you.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you



rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated.)

Sermon Rev. Kathy Nolte

(Please stand.)

Hymn of the Day “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler”

"Come to me, O weary trav'ler;
come to me with your distress;
come to me, you heavy-burdened,
come to me and find your rest.”

"Do not fear, my yoke is easy;
do not fear, my burden's light;
do not fear the path before you,
do not run from me in fright."

"Take my yoke and leave your troubles;
take my yoke and come with me.

Take my yoke, I am beside you;

take and learn humility."

"Rest in me, O weary trav'ler;
rest in me and do not fear.
Rest in me, my heart is gentle;
rest and cast away your care."”

Prayers of the People

A Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

(a moment of silence)

A Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation.
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted.

Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the
gospel. God of grace,



hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to
the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people
that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its
declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit
of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice,
humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live
with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking
refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they
once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially
these we name before you now (a brief silence). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation and those who have
died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers,
advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and
with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of Christ's Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(Please be seated.)

THE MEAL

Invitation to the Offering

P

God is gracious and full of compassion. The reign of God is everlasting. Let us offer our
gifts to share in what God is doing among us.



Offering

Instrumental Music

(Please stand.)

Offertory Song “Many & Great, O God”

Many and great, O God, are your works,
maker of earth and sky.

Your hands have set the heavens with stars;
your fingers spread the mountains and plains.
Lo, at your word the waters were formed,
deep seas obey your voice.

Grant unto us communion with you,
O Star-abiding One.

Come unto us and dwell with us;
with you are found the gifts of life.
Bless us with life that has no end,
eternal life with you.

Offertory Prayer

A Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and
winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform
us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without
limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

ATATAT
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Holy God,

you alone are Majesty,
you alone are Excellency,
you alone are Sovereign.

Within the vast reaches you splashed into being,
you formed our star and this planet:



purple mountains, fruited plains,

crystal waters, towering forests, gleaming mines.
Here you fashioned human beings

in our infinite variety and hue,

yet each one created equal,

to care for one another

and our earthly home.

In a time of peace

enforced by the cruelty of empire,

you came in Jesus to share our life.

Born under the rule of a merciless king,

Jesus revealed the merciful realm of God.
Moving across borders

to people broken and oppressed,

Jesus brought healing, restoration, and freedom.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

Christ’s execution at the hands of a ruthless regime,
Christ’s resurrection that buries death,

Christ’s ascension to rule with love forever,

we declare the revolutionary mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

God, shed your grace on us.

Shower your Holy Spirit

on these gifts of bread and wine

and on your people gathered this day.

Ignite in us the flame of freedom—

freedom from prejudice, from supremacy, from fear;
freedom for acceptance, for welcome,

for the shalom that you have first shown to us.
Faithful God, loving God:

Your Majesty shines forth in weakness.

Your Excellency is revealed to infants.

Your Sovereignty reigns from a cross.

Yours, O God,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,



is the everlasting kingdom,
the peaceable power,

and the humble glory,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven:
Taste and know that God is good to all.

(Please be seated.)

Communion Distribution



Communion Songs

“Lamb of God”
s " 1 N 1
) | | i | | 1 | M 1
: P e e e e e et
-
Cor - de-rmo de Dios, ti que qui - tas el ‘:e -
0 Lamb . ., of God, you ., lake a-way
i i |1 L "
— _.{._,J,_. ..... .:“__-_f__FT_]_‘ e i+ __l.._..
5 - — :
ca-do del mun - do: ten pic - dad de no - 50 - ftros.
sin of the world, . .. have .. mer - cyup-on s
[y i Pr— 1 1 4 1 N 1 B 1
0 i ‘l i i. i ‘l i - — %1 d
Cor - de-rm de Dios, W oque qui - tas el pe -
(8] Lamb . of God. you .. take a-way the
e P by
* _.‘__d,:‘_arj ="
ca-do del mun - do ten pie - dad de no - 50 - tros.
sin of the world; ... bave ., mer - <Cyup-on us,
—i  — -— t } | —
s ; " e i ¢ & ﬂ—v :
Cor - de-mo de Dios, ti que qui - tas cl pc -
0 Lamb of God, you ., take a-way the
+ i ) 4 } ) | 1 A —— } ) —
‘ S=E======i=—==
ca - do del mun - do ten  pie - dad de no -
sin  of the world: . .. have mer - ¢y up -
pr—
| ] e e s o £ s
> o—o—o—o—4 e w_w
S0 - wos, ten  pie - dad de no - so - stros
on us, have ., , mer - &y up - on us,
1 1 1
% ==t # ”- = &
J ) L
Da - nos tu paz. A - mén.
Gramt us your peace. A - men.



“Day by Day”

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
bringing comfort to my anxious soul.

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,
where at last I'll find eternal rest.

Day by day, I know you will provide me
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;

I will seek your loving will to guide me
o'er the paths I struggle day by day.

I will fear no evil of the morrow,

I will trust in your enduring grace.

Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow
till in glory I behold your face.

Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
when my burdens grow too great to bear,
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer.

Day by day, no matter what betide me,

you will hold me ever in your hand.

Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
I will reach at last the promised land.

(Please stand.)

Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ,
broken and poured out for us.
Pour us out into a broken world.
Channel our common life
toward the common good,
following the way our Savior leads us
now and forever.

C Amen.



Blessing

P The Author of life,
the Word of salvation,
the Breath of new birth,

one God, bless you

SENDING

and equip you for living and serving,

today and every day.
C Amen.
Sending Song  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

O beautiful for spacious skies,

for amber waves of grain,

for purple mountain majesties

above the fruited plain:

America! America!

God shed his grace on thee,

and crown thy good with brotherhood
from sea to shining sea.

O beautiful for heroes proved

in liberating strife,

who more than self their country loved,
and mercy more than life:

America! America!

May God thy gold refine,

till all success be nobleness,

and ev'ry gain divine.

O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears:
America! America!

God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law.

Dismissal

P
C

Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.

Thanks be to God
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Chad Peters, Mitch Pohlman and all others serving our country and their families.

For those we name in our hearts, and for those who have not yet found Jesus.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVING TODAY — Rev. Kathy Nolte and Sandy Doebert
MUSICIANS — Sandy Doebert and Sue Gray
TECH CREW — Gary Gray and Zach Howell

BETHANY @ SUNSET SOIREE!

Bethany is the featured philanthropic group at Lemont's Sunset Soiree in downtown Lemont on
Thursday, July 9. Seating opens at 6pm with the concert starting at 7pm. If you attend, stop by
our table outside of Wok'd and be sure to wear your Bethany gear!

PRAYER GROUP

The monthly gathering of our Prayer Group will be on Wednesday, July 8 at 7pm. We spend
time checking in, praying the Psalms with lectio divina, and sharing in Sunday's prayer

petitions. Please use the back door into the sanctuary (the one facing the parsonage). If you need
other arrangements, please let Pr. Elaina know.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

School supply donations are greatly appreciated! You can see the list of requested items or make
a donation directed for school supplies. We love to see kids head off to school with all they need
in their backpack! We will be packing school supply kits on Sunday, July 19. Thank you for
your support!

Scan the QR code to purchase directly from the Amazon Wishlist:

REQUESTING PICTURES!

As our congregation grows, it's helpful to have pictures so that we can put names to faces. To
complete a Bethany picture directory, we are requesting that you email a picture of you/your
family to bethanylmt@aol.com.

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS BETHANY?
During your summer travels and activities, we invite you to wear your Bethany gear and get a
picture for our bulletin board. Let's see where Bethany pops up!

BETHANY RAFFLE FUNDRAISER!

Our Raffle Fundraiser is winding down. There's still tickets to purchase or sell online or from
Chris Domzalski (chrisdomzal@yahoo.com). We hope you can join us on July 15 at Tap House
for our culminating event which includes music bingo and our raffle draw. Plus 15% of sales
that evening benefit Bethany!

DONATIONS TO THE WINDOW PRESERVATION FUND were given in memory of
Linda Naus by Sue & Gary Gray, the Salmon Family, Thomas & Shirley May and Susan
Maciulis.

DONATIONS TO THE OPEN PANTRY were given by John Tomaskovic, St. Alphonsus and
St. Patrick Parishes and Lemont Junior Woman’s Club.
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DONATIONS TO THE SCHOOL SUPPLY FUND were given by Kelly Jaje and John
Tomaskovic.

MUSIC AVAILABLE
If a hymn number is listed with a song, you can find the music in the red hymnal in your
pew. We have packets available at the back table that include the songs for the day.

ELECTRONIC GIVING is available to support Bethany Lutheran Church. It is fast, easy and
secure. You can schedule a weekly or monthly contribution that is automatically debited from
your savings or checking account. Make a one-time donation to a special fund; even direct the
gift in honor or in memory of someone. Visit our website: bethanylemont.org and click the
Donate button on the homepage.




