
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gathering Song    “Let My Prayer Rise Up” 
 

Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P Holy God, you bring us to life through your love and your mercy.  Help us to trust that 

we are your children now and that you welcome us as we are. Encourage us, once again, 

to find our rest and our peace in you alone. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

A Reading  Psalm 1 
 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, 

or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they 

meditate day and night. They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in 

its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD watches over the way of the 

righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

A Reading  1 John 5:9-13 
 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God 

that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their 

hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 

that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and 

this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 

not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 

may know that you have eternal life. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Praying Our Day 
 

P Holy God, as we gather today we pray for your presence and light.  As we review our 

day, help us to understand the stirrings of our hearts, the worries that nag us, and the 

feelings that spring forth.  Guide us in gracefulness towards ourselves and to others.  

Open our eyes to your presence.  In Jesus’ name we pray, 

C Amen. 
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P Take a moment to review the day gone by holding a sense of gratitude for the gifts of 

existence, work, relationships, food, and challenges.  Walk through the last 12 hours, 

hour to hour, from place to place, task to task, person to person, thanking God for every 

gift you encounter. 
 

(a time of silence) 
 

P Review the feelings that surface as you recall the day.  Our feelings, positive and 

negative, painful and pleasing, are clear signals of where the action was during the day.  

Pay attention to any and all of these feelings as they surface: delight, boredom, fear, 

anticipation, resentment, anger, peace, contentment, impatience, desire, hope, regret, 

uncertainty, compassion, rage, confidence, admiration, disgust.   
 

(a time of silence) 
 

P Choose one of those feelings (positive or negative) and pray from it.  Remember the 

feeling that most caught your attention. Now simply express the prayer that surfaces as 

you attend to the feeling and its source. 
 

(a time of silence) 
 

P As you look toward tomorrow, what feelings come to the surface?  Whatever it is, turn it 

into prayer. 
 

(a time of silence) 

 

Prayer 
 

P Holy God, we hold this day just past with gratitude for all its gifts.  We entrust our 

sorrow and hurts into your merciful care.  Guide us into tomorrow that we may be 

graceful towards ourselves and graceful towards others.  Through Jesus Christ, we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

Song    “God of Mercy, Hold us in Love” 

 

The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

C Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 
 

P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

Raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

And turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
 

P Go in peace to nurture with love and serve with hope. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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For Sean Acosta, Dustin Johnson, Steve Kleinfelder, Patrick Naughton, Chad Peters, Mitch 

Pohlman and all others serving our country and their families. 
 

For those we name in our hearts, and for those who have not yet found Jesus. 
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Nurture with Love, Serve with Hope 
When we are at our best you will see us: 

 Building relationships that connect people in meaningful ways 

 Growing spiritually through the adventure of the Gospel, then and now 

 Engaging our community  with a servant’s heart 

 Welcoming and offering acceptance to all those we meet 

 Giving generously out of the abundance of God 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME BACK! 

We're so excited to return to in-person worship on Sundays! Please wear a mask while you are in 

the building. Keep a 6 foot distance between you and others. Scoot down the pew if needed. 

Communion will be taken at our seats. Make sure you have your all-in-one wafer and grape 

juice. On the weeks to come, please remember to make your reservation at 

https://www.picktime.com/BethanyLemontReservations 

And for those not ready to be in-person, our services will continue to stream on Zoom. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

In May, Wednesday Evening Prayer will continue to take place on Zoom. Wednesday Evening 

prayer will take a sabbatical during Pr. Elaina's sabbatical, although occasional Bonfire Worship 

Services may be offered. Stay tuned. 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

With Pastor's sabbatical, we will also need to have some additional assisting ministers as some 

Sundays will require Bethany members to fill both the Leader and Assisting Minister parts. If 

you're interested, please let Pr. Elaina know. There will be a training for new Assisting Ministers. 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

This year's Synod Assembly will be Saturday, June 5 from 8:30am-Noon and will be held 

virtually. The Synod Assembly is a great opportunity to connect with the larger church and learn 

about ministries across our synod. Bethany is looking for a male representative to attend. If 

you're interested, please let Pr. Elaina know. 

 

GIFTS TO THE CEMETERY FUND 

given in loving memory of Kerri Schroeder by Lorenza Salinas and Kevin & Michelle 

Brown. 

 

COVID VACCINATIONS—Pr. Elaina is keeping a tally of Bethany members who have 

received their Covid vaccine. We're up to 51 people vaccinated! If you're comfortable doing so, 

please let Pr. Elaina when you receive your vaccine. 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING is available to support Bethany Church. It is fast, easy and secure. 

You can schedule a weekly or monthly contribution that is automatically debited from your 

savings or checking account. Make a one-time donation to a special fund; even direct the gift in 

honor or in memory of someone. Visit our website: bethanylemont.org and click the Donate 

button on the homepage. 

 

DONATIONS TO THE OPEN PANTRY were received from Lemont Library patrons, Wanda 

Hensley, Ed & Glenda Anderson, Lois Miller, Don & Patty Krengiel, Matthew & Elizabeth 

Clarage and LHS Junior Achievement Company Program. 
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