
 

Prelude    “Hold Onto Love” 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

THE GATHERING 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

(a moment of silence) 
 

P Holy God, 

C We can hear you, 

but there’s a thousand reasons we go about our day, 

and ignore your whispers, 

that we wish would go away. 

We are afraid of what we’re risking  

if we follow you into the unknown. 

Forgive us and free us to do the next right thing. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

P You are wonderfully made.   

You were loved by God before you were even born. 

There is nothing in all the world— 

Not your fear, your doubt, your heartache— 

That can separate you from the love of God. 

In Jesus, you are forgiven! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Gathering Song    “The Gift of Love” 

 

Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P Creating God, you have called us by name and we are yours.   

Help us to trust that as the world may change, love always remains. 

Help us step into the unknown with courage to do the next right thing.   

Help us be brave to show our true selves and the gifts you have given us, always for the 

sake of justice and peace. 

We pray this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

The First Reading  Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I 

said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the LORD 

said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you 

shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver 

you, says the LORD.” 
 

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, “Now I have 

put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck 

up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; 

as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in 

part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke 

like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to 

childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 

only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and 

love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    “Alleluia” 

 

Gospel  Luke 4:21-30 
 

Then Jesus began to say to all in the synagogue in Nazareth, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you 

will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 

hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” And he said, “Truly I tell you, 

no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in 

Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there 

was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 

Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 

none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the 

synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 



brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he 

passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day    “We Are Called” 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 

church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

(a moment of silence) 
 

A Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and 

communities of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God 

of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction of 

natural resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who 

urge us to live in harmony with your creation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, refugees, 

and asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders 

to draft compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of 

grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all who are 

lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or 

spirit. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this congregation 

and in this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with 

their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face. Abide 

with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your neverending love. God of 

grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



THE MEAL 
 

Offering 

(Our offering is an act of worship and thanksgiving for all God has first given us. Our gifts 

support the mission of the church to “nurture with love and serve with hope.”) 

 

Offering Song    “O Christ, Surround Me” 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 

C Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

 

 

 



P Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the will of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P Come to God’s table. 

There is a place for you and enough for all. 

This is the body of Christ given for you. 

This is the blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

Communion Blessing 
 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A O Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 

good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your 

love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
 

Blessing 
 

P May God give you the grace to never sell yourself short, 

the grace to risk something big for something good, 

the grace to remember that this world is too dangerous for anything but truth, 

and too small for anything but love. 

So may God take your minds and think through them; 

may God take your lips and speak through them; 

and may God take your hearts and set them on fire. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Song    “Christ, Be Our Light” 
 

 

 



Dismissal 
 

P Go in peace to nurture with love and serve with hope! 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE COMMUNITY 
 

EJ Ahlberg 

Georgette Beck-Brandt 

David Bergmark 

Rev. Glenn Bergmark 

Irene Bigott 

Sharon Bolerjack 

Yvonne Borkhuis 

Sean Clark 

Gary Cobbett 

Beau Dowling 

Jim Driscoll 

Steve Eggersdorfer 

Finley Engnell 

Laura Erickson 

Elwood Faulhaber 

Judy Faulhaber 

Julie Hayes 

Marie Heeren 

Mike Hoffman 

Russell Howell 

Frank Iwan 

Nancy Iwan 

Monica Johnson 

Peyton Kirk 

Lenny Kobilca 

Julie Kowal 

Rick Kwasneski 

Virgie Kwasneski 

Don Laasch 

Rev. John Lang 

Nancy Lang 

Steph Lord & Family 

Sue Lucheon 

Scott Lundgren 

Dede Machowski 

Jim McKeever 

Frank Miller 

Ruth Ann Miller 

Omni Rook Myers 

 

Linda Nelson 

Dave Nommenson 

Gwen O’Neill 

Frank Roy 

Joseph Rymkey 

Ben Sabourin 

Joe Sanfillipo 

George Scheel 

Bernie Schroeder 

Tim Schroeder 

Virginia Schroeder 

John Shea 

Gene Sobba 

Vivian Tiemeier 

John Tomaskovic 

Kyle Williams 

Mike Woods 

Justin Wormsley 

Stephanie Wormsley 

Janet Zingen 
 

For the family and friends of Carol Losey 
 

For Sean Acosta, Dustin Johnson, Steve Kleinfelder, Patrick Naughton, Chad Peters, Mitch 

Pohlman and all others serving our country and their families. 
 

For those we name in our hearts, and for those who have not yet found Jesus. 
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Nurture with Love, Serve with Hope 
When we are at our best you will see us: 

• Building relationships that connect people in meaningful ways 

• Growing spiritually through the adventure of the Gospel, then  
and now 

• Engaging our community with a servant’s heart 

• Welcoming and offering acceptance to all those we meet 

• Giving generously out of the abundance of God 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SERVING TODAY ― Pam Laasch 

MUSICIANS ― Sue Gray, David Bergmark, Sandy Doebert,  

Carol Rhoades and Shawn Salmon 

TECH CREW ― Gary Gray, Sue Gray and Zach Howell 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

The church is excited to begin the formation of a committee dedicated to the work and expansion 

of the pantry here at Bethany. This opportunity to serve is open to anyone who is interested, with 

a target start date of March 2022. The ask would involve 2-3 hours a month, including a 1 hour 

virtual monthly meeting and 1-2 hours of work to meet the needs of pantry advancement. Part of 

the hope is to look to expand the hours surrounding pantry work so if you have always wanted to 

be more involved in the pantry but have felt constricted due to the limitations of hours, now is 

your chance to get involved! If you are interested or have any questions, please contact 

Alison Parker 312-890-8416 alisonparker@kw.com 

or Elena Ceci 630-863-4126 elenakfalese@gmail.com. 

 

A GIFT TO THE OPEN PANTRY is given in loving memory of Steve Koziol by Don & 

Bernadette Turner. 

 

A SIGN UP SHEET for changing paraments is in the sanctuary entry. Very little time is 

required to change to the different seasons throughout the year. 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING is available to support Bethany Church. It is fast, easy and secure. 

You can schedule a weekly or monthly contribution that is automatically debited from your 

savings or checking account. Make a one-time donation to a special fund; even direct the gift in 

honor or in memory of someone. Visit our website: bethanylemont.org and click the Donate 

button on the homepage. 

 

DONATIONS TO THE OPEN PANTRY were given by Jim & Toms Auto, Chuck Martinkus, 

Carrie & Tom Drez, Al & Cele Albrecht, St. Matthew Women’s Missionary League, Douglas & 

Marie DeGregorio, Glen & Carol Warczak, John Tomaskovic, Lemont Library patrons and St. 

Alphonsus & St. Patrick Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Elaina Salmon         Office 630-257-0719 

prelainasalmon@gmail.com        Cell    312-218-7215 

Church Office          630-257-7953 

Susan J. Gray, Organist 

www.bethanylemont.org 
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